and flatters them as he does with a sprightly, forward child; 
Dut he neither consults them abut, nor trusts them with serious 
matters; though be often makes them believe that he axes both." 


Letter CcLIV, “pry to engage the heart of every woman and the 


affections of almost every man you meet with, "2 Oocasionally, 
Chesterfield reveals a hidden respect for womankind; for example, 
Letter XCV, “Civility is particularly due to all womens and re- 
momber, that n> provocation whatsoever can justify any man in 
not being civil to every woman; and the greatest man in “ngland 
would justly be reckoned a brute, if he were not civil to the 
weanest womans"? and Letter CXXXV, "The eompany of women of 
fashion will improve your manner, though not your umerstanding; 
and that complaisance and politeness, which are so useful in 
men's company, can only be acquired in women's, "4 

Dress, then, as always, was a matter of much thought. Caste 
iglione says, "I will have the Courtier in all his garments hand- 
Some anc sleanly, and take a certain delig7t in modest precise- 
ness, but not for all that after a womanish or light manner, nele 
ther more in onr point than in another, as we see many so curious 
about their hair that they forget all the rest."2 Casa, “When 
you go into public, let your dress be genteel, and suitable to 
your age and station of life. He that does otherwise, shews con- 
tempt of the world, and too great an opinion of his own importance." 
ee ete Fe ate 
È: Ops cits: p 13t, Letter OOV. 


-5e The Courtier, p 128. 
Galateo, p ai, 
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